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Who Is This Specification Designed For? 

These specifications are designed for Architects and Specifiers who want to use 

OSMO natural timber oils on their floors. Their aims are: 

 

• To ensure that floor sanders have clear directions on preparation 

• To ensure that the correct product is used 

• To ensure that the correct quantity of product is used 

• To provide an understanding of the process 

• To maximise the benefits to all parties in using OSMO 

• To provide accurate performance expectations 

 

 

What is OSMO Natural Oil? 

OSMO natural oils are revolutionary products designed to protect timber. They 

have been in wide use for over 20 years and offer solid benefits over the general 

oil family of finishes. Unlike mono-typical oils, OSMO is a blend of oils and 

waxes that penetrate and protect timber. They are unlike mono-typical oils in 

that there is not a small amount of oil carried in a petroleum base - rather 

OSMO oils are a heavy blend of oils and waxes with real substance and 

protection. 

 

OSMO OILS combine Sunflower, Soya, Linseed & Thistle Oils with Candelilla 

& Carnauba Wax. This penetrates and protects the timber surface.  

The binding agents of OSMO oils are based on natural vegetable oils that 

penetrate deeply into the timber to protect it. The oils link and net with the 

timber fibres. Oil fill the pores of the timber and protect it from moisture which 

would damage the fibres, however it does this without forming a water-tight 

film which would degrade and wear requiring sanding. The wood remains open 

pored and can both absorb and release moisture. The oil is supporting the 

natural abilities in the timber.  

 

OSMO oils work with the natural features of the timber.  
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Key Differences Between Mono Oils and OSMO Oils 

 

• Most oil finishes that have been used in Australia have been mono oils i.e. a 

single oil. These have poor wearing characteristics and are often fortified 

with resins akin to polyurethane in order to achieve some wear capability. 

This has resulted in ‘Tung Oil STYLE’ products and similar ‘oils.’ 

 

• OSMO oils are blends of oils and waxes. They are very high in solids. They 

do not require any fortification to achieve wear. As a result they retain their 

appearance which is totally natural.  

 

• Most oils have poor coverage figures because of the low solids content. 

Average coverage for oils on Australian timbers Janka hardness 7-12 is 

10m2 per litre. 

 

• OSMO oils have high coverage figures due to the high solids content. 

Average coverage for OSMO oils on Australian timbers Janka hardness 7-12 

is 30m2 per litre. 

 

• Most oils need to be treated like a urethane due to the resin that has been 

used to fortify the oil. This means that in time extensive sanding is required 

to re-surface the floor. You cannot spot repair areas such as a wear area 

under a dining table. 

 

• OSMO oils are oils. They can be re-coated without sanding. Also they can 

be spot repaired in specific areas without needing to coat the entire floor 

area. For example you can clean and apply a thin coat of oil to an entry only. 

Maintenance is very low cost in comparison to other finishes. 

 

• Most oils are carried in a petroleum base and are therefore less than ‘Green.’ 

• OSMO oils are ‘Green.’ 
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Sanding Timber Floors For OSMO Oils 

 

OSMO Oils are penetrating oils. The timber surface cannot be burnished or 

polished prior to applying the oil - Doing so would close the grain and force the 

oil to stay on top which would accelerate the wear of the finish. The sanding 

process must be adjusted accordingly. 

 

NEW FLOORS 

 

Tools Required  

Belt sander, Edge sander, Rotary sander. 

 

Process 

 Level Sand with 36 grit or 40 grit sanding belt 

 Coarse Sand with 36 grit or 40 grit sanding belt 

 Edge Sand To match 

 Medium sand with both 60 grit and 80 grit sanding belts 

 Edge Sand To match 

 Rotary sand with 80 grit and 100 grit discs * 

 

Vacuum the area preliminary to coating. 

 

 

* As the above illustrates there is no sanding beyond 100 grit. Also because no 

burnishing is desired the sander needs to use the correct medium sanding 

process using both the 60grit and 80grit materials. 
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Replacing Older Style Finishes 

 

Tools Required  

Belt sander, Edge sander, Rotary sander. 

 

Process 

 Remove the existing finish completely using a 36 grit belt. 

 Coarse Sand with 40 grit sanding belt 

 Edge Sand To match 

 Medium sand with both 60 grit and 80 grit sanding belts 

 Edge Sand To match 

 Rotary sand with 80 grit and 100 grit discs * 

 

Vacuum the area preliminary to coating. 

 

 

* As the above illustrates there is no sanding beyond 100 grit. Also because no 

burnishing is desired the sander needs to use the correct medium sanding 

process using both the 60grit and 80grit materials. 
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Selecting the Appropriate Finish. 

 

There are essentially two branches of finish in the OSMO range for internal 

floors.  

 

1. Polyx 

2. Extra thin 

 

 

POLYX 

By far the majority of floors are completed in the Polyx range. Polyx products 

which are the usual finish for floors, are heavy oil products. Within these 

products you can select from differing sheen levels. 

 

Matt 

Semi-Matt [Satin] 

Gloss 

 

 

EXTRA THIN 

Some timbers are exceptionally hard. Some imported species like Merbau are 

full of natural oils. In this case it may be difficult to get the 3032 to penetrate 

the surface. VCS recommends that extra thin is applied as the first coat in these 

instances. This is not to say that a floor sanded correctly will not take the 3032 

but remember that the aim is to penetrate the timber to protect from within. 

Extra thin has exceptional penetrating properties and is therefore ideal. It 

doesn't have any real sheen however and so the second coat is usually taken 

from the Polyx range. Polyx is selected because it provides the desired sheen 

level. 
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Specifying OSMO Oils 

 

Calculating desired quantities. 

For Australian Timbers and all timbers with a Janka hardness exceeding 7 the 

coverage rate is 28-30m2 per litre. 

For European timbers such as Oak, Mahogany, Ash etc [Timbers with a Janka 

rating below 7 the coverage rate averages 22-24m2 per litre. 

 

This chart indicates the optimum selections for timber floors with a Janka rating 

above 4.5. 
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Typical Specification of OSMO 

 

100m2 Floor Jarrah Sanded to specification 

 

Product required 6.7 litres Polyx 3032 & 1 Osmo Micro-Fibre Roller. 

One stiff brush or painting pad for the edges. 

 

Apply 1 x Coat 3032 Satin Polyx Oil at a rate of 30m2 per litre using the 

OSMO micro-fibre roller. Allow the coat to dry for 18 hours. 

 

Apply the second coat of OSMO 3032 Satin Polyx Oil at a rate of 30m2 per 

litre using the OSMO micro-fibre roller. Allow to dry. 

 

The floor may be used after 48 hours for light traffic. 

 

 

 

Typical Specification for hard Oil rich timber such as Merbau. 

 

100m2 Floor Merbau Sanded to specification 

 

Product required 3.5 litres OSMO 1101 & 3.5 litres Polyx 3032 Satin Oil.  

1 Osmo Micro-Fibre Roller. 

One stiff brush or painting pad for the edges. 

 

Apply 1 x Coat 1101  at a rate of 30m2 per litre using the OSMO micro-fibre 

roller. Allow the coat to dry for 18 hours. 

 

Apply the second coat of OSMO 3032 Satin Polyx Oil at a rate of 30m2 per 

litre using the OSMO micro-fibre roller. Allow to dry. 

 

The floor may be used after 48 hours for light traffic. 
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For additional information contact VCS Solid Timber Floors 

7 O’Malley Street 

Osborne Park WA 6107 

 

Office No 08 9347 0222 

Email sales@vcssolidtimberfloors.com 

Web address www.vcssolidtimberfloors.com 

 

The Perfect Finish For Australian Timber Floors  

& Australian Conditions 

 

 

mailto:sales@vcssolidtimberfloors.com
http://www.vcssolidtimberfloors.com/

